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 Human lives within a society with social system. They are bounded to 
follow social system which can determine the position of men and women in the 
society. Patriarchy is a social system which places the position of men as the ruler 
of society and leads to women subordination. The writer conducted a study on 
Anna Jacobs’ An Independent Woman novel to find out the depiction of women 
subordination that happens in patriarchal society in the story.  
The writer applied patriarchy theory as the approach for this research. It is 
because patriarchy system still prevail in the society which is told in the novel. 
Patriarchy theory is used to analyse the data which focus on the depiction of 
women’s subordination in patriarchy system experienced by the female characters 
in the novel.  
This study revealed that the female characters depicted in the An 
Independent Woman novel experience women subordination by men. Women 
subordination happens to them in various forms, namely (1) preference of son; (2) 
objectification of women; (3) feminine expectation on women; (4) arranged 
marriage for women; (5) alteration of women’s surname after marriage; (6) men’s 
control on women’s wealth and property; and (7) women violation by men. From 
the findings, it can be concluded that the patriarchy system is still prevalent in the 
novel. Despite of following the system, women are still treated badly and even 
humiliated by men. Therefore, women in the novel is remain in subordinate 






Nirwana, Pelangi. 2018. Penggambaran Posisi Subordinat Perempuan di 
dalam Sistem Patriarki dalam Novel An Independent Woman Karya Anna Jacobs. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra, Fakultas Ilmu 
Budaya, Universitas Brawijaya. Pembimbing (I): Nurul Laili Nadhifah; 
Pembimbing (II): Scarletina Vidyayani Eka. 
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 Manusia hidup dalam sebuah masyarakat yang mempunyai sistem sosial. 
Mereka terikat untuk mengikuti sebuah sistem sosial yang mana dapat 
menentukan posisi laki-laki dan perempuan di dalam masyarakat tersebut. Sistem 
patriarki telah menempatkan posisi laki-laki sebagai penguasa di dalam 
masyarakat dan menyebabkan terjadinya subordinasi perempuan. Peneliti 
melakukan studi pada novel An Independent Woman karya Anna Jacobs untuk 
menemukan penggambaran tentang subordinasi perempuan yang terjadi dalam 
masyarakat patriarki di dalam cerita novel tersebut.  
Peneliti menggunakan teori patriarki yang digunakan sebagai pendekatan 
dalam penelitian ini. Hal ini disebabkan karena sistem patriarki masih terdapat 
pada kehidupan masyarakat dalam novel tersebut. Teori patriarki digunakan untuk 
menganalisa data yang dengan lebih memfokuskan pada penderitaan yang dialami 
oleh tokoh-tokoh perempuan di dalam novel.  
Hasil studi menunjukkan bahwa tokoh-tokoh perempuan yang 
digambarkan dalam novel An Independent Woman mengalami subordinasi 
perempuan oleh laki-laki. Mereka mengalami subordinasi perempuan dalam 
berbagai bentuk, yakni (1) preferensi anak laki-laki; (2) obyektifitas perempuan; 
(3) ekspektasi sifat kewanitaan pada perempuan; (4) perjodohan dalam pernikahan 
wanita; (5) penggantian nama keluarga wanita setelah menikah; (6) penguasaan 
laki-laki atas kekayaan dan harta benda milik wanita; dan (7) kekerasan pada 
wanita yang dilakukan oleh laki-laki di dalam novel. Berdasarkan beberapa 
temuan diatas, dapat disimpulkan bahwa sistem patriarki masih berlaku dalam 
cerita novel tersebut. Meskipun mereka telah patuh untuk mengikuti sistem 
patriarki, kaum wanita masih diperlakukan dengan buruk dan bahkan mengalami 
penghinaan oleh kaum lelaki. Dengan demikian, kaum wanita dalam cerita novel 
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INTRODUCTION   
 
This chapter introduces the background of the study, the problems of the 
study and the objectives of the study.     
1.1 Background of the Study   
Human lives within a society with social system. Social system is a system 
consists of social elements which interact to each other as inseparable unity, 
including status, roles, norms, culture, sanction, etc. Those elements underlay a 
social relationship among the individuals, groups and institutions in a society to 
think and behave altogether in a particular pattern as a whole. Mondal (n.d.) states 
about Talcott Parsons’ definition of social system in Your Article Library as 
follow:  
“A social system may be defined, after Parsons, a plurality of social 
actors who are engaged in more or less stable interaction “according 
to shared cultural norms and meanings” Individuals constitute the 
basic interaction units. But the interacting units may be groups or 
organization of individuals within the system.”  
 
In other word, a society has a social system which consists of individuals who 
interact to each other based on the social elements, such as statuses, roles, norms, 
culture, sanction, etc. Therefore, according to the statements, social system can 
influence and determine the position of individuals, namely the position of men 
and women in a society. There are many societies with different social systems 





Patriarchy system is one of the social systems which existence can be found 
until today. Patriarchy literally means rule of the male as the head of social unit 
including family or tribe (Pilcher and Whelehan, 2004, p. 93). From the 
definition, the writer knows that social system is allowing father or man to be the 
ruler of his family which includes wives or women, younger men and children. 
Patriarchy also “refer to male domination, to the power relationships by which 
men dominate women, and to characterise a system whereby women are kept 
subordinate in a number of ways” (Bhasin 2006, p.3 cited in Sultana 2011, p. 2). 
The statement indicates that men is dominant in the patriarchal society thus they 
are the superior, especially, than women. They will be considered having higher 
roles and positions as well as higher privileges than women do. Consequently, the 
system causes a distinction between men and women. Men become dominant to 
women in the society, which makes men as the superior and women as the inferior 
or the subordinate of men. 
Since patriarchy system considers women to be the subordinate of men, 
women’s subordination is embeded strongly in the system. Subordinate means 
being in the lower position or inferior. Subordination thus means putting someone 
or something in the lower position than the other. Because they are considered to 
be subordinate, women are often being controlled, discriminated, insulted, and 
even experience violence by men. Men control women, married or not married. 
Even since he was an infant, a boy was regarded as superior to his mother or older 
sister. This distribution of position is empowered further by the expectation of 
gender roles in patriarchal society. Since they were born, boys and girls have been 
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introduced by their parents to follow and learn about the traditional convention of 
gender role.     
Patriarchy has emphasized the traditional convention of gender roles. 
Gender role requires men and women to behave and act differently according to 
their gender. According to Wienclaw (2011, p.16), gender is “the psychological, 
social, cultural, and behavioral characteristics associated with being female or 
male”. Male are characterized as masculine, while female are characterized as 
feminine. The genders can determine what role he or she has in society. It is 
because traditional gender roles expect women to be feminine which make them 
to behave and work in a domestic field, for example women work as a mother, 
housekeeper or housemaid. Meanwhile men are expected to behave and work as 
breadwinner and become the head of their family. As a result, in a household, 
wives and children tend to economically depend on their husbands or fathers, 
especially if they do not involve in waged job. Therefore, the writer comprehends 
that gender roles have empowered the patriarchy system to keep women under the 
domination of men and remain as the subordinate.  
Patriarchal system can be found in societies from all around the world 
including England. Patriarchy system has prevailed in England since the Anglo 
Saxon period and still exist even until now. As the social system of England, 
patriarchy has influenced not only in the social sphere but also in the production 
of its culture, namely literary work.  
The emerge of literary works are highly influenced by the condition, norms, 
social-culture, and other aspects which happened in the human real life, including 
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patriarchy system. The application of patriarchy system in a society will give 
influence and high possibility for the creator of literary work – for example poets, 
novel writers, dramatists – to create their poetry, novel and drama based on the 
social condition where they live. Therefore, through a novel, a writer is possible to 
depict many events which based on or being influenced by real social life, 
including patriarchy system and its practice in the real world.  
Anna Jacobs is one of novelists who has written about patriarchal society in 
some of her novel. She has written over seventies novels which largely concern 
about family and relationship, whether they are modern or historical stories. Anna 
has her own website, at annajacobs.com, for informing her novels. She has been 
writing novels since 1992 and still doing projects until now. Anna also used to 
write fantasy novels as Shannah Jay. Her newest novels which will be published 
in 2016 are the third Rivenshaw book, A Time to Rejoice and A Time for Renewal. 
In 2006 Anna’s novel Pride of Lancashire won the award for Best Australian 
Romantic Book of the Year (longer novels). In 2016, she is included in the Most 
Borrowed Authors July 2014- June 2015, as the 5th Most Borrowed Author of 
Adult Fiction in the British Library system and the 10th Most Borrowed Author of 
All (Adult and Children Combined). For this study, the writer uses Anna Jacobs’ 
An Independent Woman novel. 
Anna Jacobs’ An Independent Woman is a novel which story sets in 1918 of 
England. The story, takes place in England after the World War I, portrays the 
joyfulness of people acclaiming the victory against Germany. The social condition 
of An Independent Woman novel shows how the people, men and women, barely 
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oppose to each other, since the war has lead men and women to work together for 
their country. However, patriarchy system in the novel is still prevailed in the 
England. It is depicted by the authority of men in the household and public, and 
by the profession and position of women in the novel which largely related with 
domestic sphere. Some women are also being dependent economically and 
politically upon their father or husbands. The novel also portrays some men using 
power of domination to make profit from the war for increasing their wealth, 
while the country is in a shortage of food and shelter. On the other hand, women 
who are associated in Women Social and Politic Union (WSPU) gain their right to 
participate in the general election for the first time despite of the opposition from 
those men. In addition, there are some female characters with different stories 
which depict contradiction against the domination of patriarchy system.  
In the An Independent Woman novel (2005), one of the female characters is 
the main character, Serena Fleming, who wants to get an independence from her 
stepfather. She has lived under the control of her stepfather, Ernest Fleming 
(hereinafter referred to as Fleming) who still maintains the implementation of 
patriarchy system. Fleming is feared by Serena, her mother and brother, servants 
in her house, even by many people in the town for his domination and cruelty. 
Fleming and his collegues also actively oppose the women votes for general 
election which being held for the first time in the novel. After knowing the truth 
about Fleming and her real father from her deceased mother, Grace, Serena wants 
to get her own freedom by leaving the house and getting authority on her money. 
In the process, Serena has to fight against her fear and tries to rebel against 
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Fleming’s order. She also experiences discrimination, intimidation, mockery, and 
women’s violence from Fleming who considers Serena to be incapable and weak. 
Nevertheless, she keeps reminding herself to stay strong and brave in order to 
survive and escape from his power. By the support from her husband, Marcus, and 
her friends, she tries to be an independent woman.  
Based on those difficulties and the social condition around Serena, the 
writer considers that the story is related to patriarchy system. There are also some 
regulations and customs related to the patriarchy system which still being 
practiced by the society in the novel. Therefore, the writer considers that the 
society depicted in the novel still follows the patriarchy system. Afterward, the 
depiction of women subordinate position in the novel will be examined through 
partriarchy approach. The writer uses patriarchy as the lens for the research 
because the study wants to focus on finding and discussing about how women are 
depicted as subordinate of men in patriarchal society. The writer wants to focus on 
women’s subordination because Serena’s and other women’s experiences in the 
story indicates the portrayal of women’s oppression because of men’s domination. 
The writer wants to conduct this study because there is no study on Anna’s An 
Independent Woman novel yet that has been conducted by the students of English 
Department of Faculty of Cultural Studies, University of Brawijaya. Hence, the 
study is necessary to be done in order to give understanding about the depiction of 
women’s subordination in patriarchy system through Anna’s novel, An 
Independent Woman. Therefore, the writer wants to conduct a study entitled 
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Women Subordinate Position in Patriarchy System Depicted in Anna 
Jacobs’s An Independent Woman. 
 
1.2 Problem of the Study 
Based on the background of the study, the writer forms a problem for the 
study as: How women are depicted as subordinate of men in the An Independent 
Woman novel. 
 
1.3 Objective of the Study 
In relation to the previous question, the study is aimed to find out how 




REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND RESEARCH METHOD 
 
2.1 Theoretical Framework 
This chapter will discuss about the theories which will be used for the study 
and how the writer will collect and analyzing the data by using several theories. 
The theories are patriarchy system, gender role, and women’s subordination. 
Furthermore, this chapter will also present review of previous studies.  
 
2.1.1 Patriarchy System 
Patriarchy system has been prevalent in all over the world. Even when the 
time has changed, its existence still can be found in today’s life. This means that 
women’s subordination still remains, especially in patriarchal society. It is 
because a society which follows patriarchy system tends to have male as their 
leader.  
Patriarchy system places men in high position in social life. According to 
Pilcher and Whelehan (2004, p. 93), patriarchy literally means rule of the male as 
the head of social unit including family or tribe. In other word, in patriarchy 
system, men are considered to be the ruler of their family as well as the society. In 
line with it, Lerner (1987, p. 239) describes that “Patriarchy in its wider definition 
means the manifestation and institutionalization of male dominance over women 
and children in the family and the extension of male dominance over women in 





system allows men or father to lead and control their family members, which 
includes women or wives, younger men, children and domestic servants in the 
household. The system also gives men the right to be the ruler of the society, 
including the other men and particularly women.  
In a household of patriarchy system, men and women are divided in 
different spheres. Men are considered to be in public sphere while women are in 
domestic sphere. Men are the breadwinner of the family thus they are appropriate 
to work outside of the house. Meanwhile women are supposed to work inside of 
the house as mother and housekeeper. However, men are still dominant in both 
spheres. As breadwinner, men are considered having important position, 
especially in economic matters of the household. Women who do not work in 
waged job will not have their own money. Consequently, they have to depend on 
men who are superior financially to fulfill their necessity of life. Furthermore, 
men also have the authority to lead and make any decision in the household, not 
only for family matters, but also for the family members’ life in the future. For 
example, a father can arrange a marriage and choose future husband for his 
daughter. Thus, women in patriarchy system will have limited freedom to choose 
what they want to do in their life because they tend to be controlled by the men.  
On the other hand, as men are part of family and society, men can also rule 
and being ruled by the other men. Thus men possibly can experience 
subordination by men. Despite of this, men in patriarchy system still have 
privilege and chance to be the superior while women do not. It is because the 
patriarchy itself is defined as the rule of men in the social life, so the chance to be 
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the superior will always been there for men. Since men are the one who can rule, 
women are supposed to be the one who are being ruled. Men will be considered 
having higher role and positions as well as privilege than women do. Hence, men 
become dominant to women in the society, which makes men as the superior and 
women as the inferior. Consequently, women become the subordinate of men.   
The existence of women’s subordination remains strong in patriarchy 
system. According to Bhasin (2006, p.3 cited in Sultana 2011, p. 2) patriarchy 
“refer to male domination, to the power relationships by which men dominate 
women, and to characterise a system whereby women are kept subordinate in a 
number of ways”. It indicates that as long as there is patriarchy system, there will 
likely be male domination, and so will women’s subordination. Men of this 
system will dominate women, thus it will maintain their status to be the dominant 
and superior than women in the society. As a result, women in patriarchy system 
will remain as the subordinate.  
In addition, patriarchy system in a society can also lead to women 
oppression by men. Because women are considered to be the inferior or the 
subordinate, men can perform any behavior toward women in order to fulfill and 
claim their role as the ruler. As stated by Sylvia Walby (1990, p. 20) in 
“Theorizing Patriarchy” that patriarchy is “a system of social structures and 
practices in which men dominate, oppress and exploit women”. From the 
statement, the writer understands that patriarchy is a social structure where men 
dominate women, causes women to experience oppression since they live in 
patriarchal society. The oppression of women can embrace in many areas. Tyson 
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describes that “Women are oppressed by patriarchy economically, politically, 
socially, and psychologically.... woman is other: she is objectified and 
marginalized....” (2006, p. 92). In other word, in patriarchy system, women are 
considered to be different than men, thus they are being oppressed. Women are 
treated unfairly and cruelly in many ways and through many areas by men. 
Therefore, women who, in this system, are the subordinate of men can also 
experience various violences by men.  
From the statements above, the writer concludes that patriarchy system has 
empowered men to dominate women and to be the superior of women. As Pilcher 
and Whelehan states (2004, p. 93), the system itself defines male position as the 
ruler. Therefore, patriarchy system will always see men as the higher one while 
women as the lower or inferior in the society. There are some women who feel 
oppressed by men. They fight for freedom against patriarchy system and demand 
for equality between women and men. 
 
2.1.2 Gender Roles 
Gender roles have been practiced in various countries. In today’s life, 
women already have an opportunity for education access at school or university as 
men and working in various jobs including men jobs, for example as white collar 
worker, minister or even president. It is also common nowadays for men to 
nurture children in the house which is usually done by women. However, in 
nineteenth century, the traditional gender roles still prevalent in the world. At that 
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time, men and women still have to play roles –which mean the way they are 
expected to act– according to their gender.  
Gender role has caused men and women to behave and act differently 
according to their gender. According to Wienclaw (2011, p.16), in Sociology 
Reference Guide: Gender Roles and Equality, gender is “the psychological, 
social, cultural, and behavioral characteristics associated with being female or 
male”. In line with that, Burke and Stets, in Encyclopedia of Sociology, states that 
“Femininity and masculinity or one's gender identity (Burke, Stets and Pirog-
Good, 1988, Spence, 1985) refers to the degree to which persons see themselves 
as masculine or feminine given what it means to be a man or woman in society” 
(2000, p.997). From the statements, the writer apprehends that gender identities, 
masculinity and femininity, are characterized or constructed to male and female 
by the society within a place or state. Males are characterized as masculine, while 
females are characterized as feminine. In accordance with it, Lerner’s (1987, 
p.238) defines that “Gender is the cultural definition of behavior defined as 
appropriate to the sexes in a given society at a given time.” From the definition, 
the writer comprehends that gender can determine men’s and women’s 
appropriate behavior in society, namely gender role. It expects women to act and 
behave in feminine ways, while men in masculine ways.  
The practice of gender role also occurs in patriarchal society. In patriarchy 
system, men and women’s have different assignments. As stated by Wienclaw 
(2011, p.19) about gender role in Sociology Reference Guide: Gender Roles and 
Equality “Traditionally, Western society typically assigned men to the role of 
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breadwinner and head of the family while women were assigned the role of 
homemaker and mother.” In a household, men are the breadwinner of the family 
thus they are appropriate to work outside of the house. Meanwhile women are 
supposed to work inside of the house as mother and housekeeper. Wienclaw also 
states that women are supposed to only behave and work according to their gender 
and it encourages them to be feminine, for example interested in the things of 
home and family and being passive; while men are considered to become 
dominant, strong, aggressive, and achieving in order to become masculine (2011, 
p.34). Women are thus expected to work in domestic field for example as 
housekeeper and to passively obey their father’s words. Meanwhile, men are 
considered to be good in fighting and sport because they are perceived as strong 
and aggressive. Men also have to accomplish achievement for example in 
academic. These convention of gender roles, consciously or unconsciously, has 
been accepted by the people and been taught from one generation to the next 
generation.  Since they were born, boys and girls have been introduced by their 
parents to follow and learn about the traditional convention of gender roles. For 
example, parents will give a baby doll for their daughter, while a sport play is 
supposed to be the boy’s. The girl will grow and help her mother keeping the 
house, and her own family and house in the future. Meanwhile, the boy is 
supposed to follow his father as bread-winner and strong leader. Therefore, 
gender roles are passed down through generations and persist in a society, 
especially in patriarchal one. 
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Women’s subordination can occur because of the convention of gender 
roles. Patriarchy system, consciously or unconsciously, has emphasized the 
differentiation of gender identities and roles. As stated by Pilcher and Whelehan 
(2004, p.56) about gender as follow:  
“The purpose of affirming a sex/gender distinction was to argue that the 
actual physical or mental effects of biological difference had been 
exaggerated to maintain a patriarchal system of power and to create a 
consciousness among women that they were naturally better suited to 
‘domestic’ roles.”  
Patriarchy system thus can create a belief that doing domestic roles, and other 
gender roles, is a good role for women. Therefore, women in patriarchal society 
are continuously expected to behave according to their gender. However, gender 
roles make women having limited access to do any role which is considered to be 
masculine, such as accessing education and working outside of the house. 
Meanwhile men have trouble, for example humiliation, in doing any role which is 
considered to be feminine, for instance showing disinterest in fighting. Even 
though both genders are expected to follow gender roles, men are likely to be 
benefited more than women since patriarchy stands for men’s superiority. 
Therefore, the practice of gender roles causes women to stay as the subordinate of 
men.      
 
2.1.3 Women’s Subordination 
Women in patriarchy system are considered to be the subordinate of men. 
Subordinate means being in the lower position or inferior. According to 
Wienclaw, a subordinate group is defined by five basic properties: unequal 
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treatment; common physical and cultural characteristics that distinguish them 
from the dominant group; involuntary membership in the subordinate group; 
development of a sense of solidarity; intermarriage within the subgroup (2011, 
p.95). In addition, Sultana (2011, p. 8) states that “subordination is the situation in 
which one is forced to stay under the control of other”. Therefore, women’s 
subordination means the social situation in which women are forced to stay under 
the control of men. In other words, women, who are regarded as subordinate, have 
more limitation to act and behave within their own family, society, or in the 
workplace than men do.  
Based on the statements above, women’s subordination in patriarchy system 
in the novel is takes as many forms. They are namely preference of son, 
objectification of women, feminine expectation on women, arranged marriage for 
women, the alteration of women’s surname after marriage, and men’s control on 
women’s private properties. In addition, women are often being oppressed and 
insulted by the patriact or men which indicates women’s violence. The other 
forms of women’s subordination which are caused by patriarchy system happens 
through the marriage contract which allows men to oppress women in the 
household, namely women should follow their husbands’ last name after 
marriage, and women’s dowry and property are controlled by their husbands or 






2.1.3.1   Preference of Son  
The first form of women’s subordinations in patriarchy system is preference 
of son. According to Indo-Canadian Women’s Association (2016), son preference 
means “…an attitude founded on the belief that girls are inadequate and of lesser 
value than boys”. The writer then comprehends that boys are valued more than 
daughters in which indicates that the birth of a son is being preferred than of a 
daughter. It causes men to be the superior and women to be the inferior. 
Preference of son is practiced and sustained in the patriarchy system. As stated by 
Nnadi (2013, p.136) in her journal entitled Son Preference – A Violation of 
Women’s Human Rights: A Case Study of Igbo Custom in Nigeria in the 
following:  
“One basic factor about son preference is that, the practice is rooted in 
culture and economics and it is stronger in countries where patriarchy 
is firmly rooted… The truth of the matter is that, regardless of levels 
of development, patriarchy supports and sustains son preference in the 
cultures where it is practiced.” 
 
According to the statement, the writer undestands that preference of son strongly 
exists in the patriarchy system. Parents of this system will prefer the birth of son 
than of daughter in their family, while daughters are being neglected. “A 
statement noted that, ‘the birth of a son enhances his status, while that of a girl 
lowers his head’” (UN Agencies 2012 cited in Nnadi 2013, p.136). From the 
statement, the writer apprehends that patriarchal system believes the birth of a son 
will raise the status of men, while the birth of a girl will lower their status. Thus, a 
son is preferred than a girl in the society. In addition, the statement by UN 
Agencies (2012) explains that “it is also women who have to bear the 
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consequences of giving birth to an unwanted girl child, these consequences can 
include violence, abandonment, divorce or even death”. In other word, women 
who bears a daughter and the daughter herself can experience violence from their 
husbands or fathers, because they prefer the birth of a son than the birth of a 
daughter. 
 From the statements above, the writer understands that preference of son 
happens in patriarchy system. The system believes that the birth of son can raise 
status, while daughter is the other way. Consequently, a daughter and the woman 
who bears her are regarded as less valued and inferior of men, even experience 
violence by men. As long as the preference of son is rooted in patriarchy system, 
women are remain as inferior or subordinate of men.   
   
2.1.3.2   Objectification of Women 
Objectification of women happens in patriarchy system. As Tyson describes 
that “Women are oppressed by patriarchy economically, politically, socially, and 
psychologically.... woman is other: she is objectified and marginalized....” (2006, 
p. 92). In line with that, “objectification is typically defined as a culture’s 
tendency to treat women’s bodies as objects rather than as active, autonomous 
entities (e.g., Fredrickson & Roberts, 1997; McKinley & Hyde, 1996)” (Smolak 
and Murnen 2011, p.53). From the definition, the writer apprehends that women’s 




In addition, Calogero, et al. (2011, p.4) states that women’s objectification 
means “Women are defined, evaluated, and treated more often as objects than 
men are. In particular, it is the viewing of women as sex objects, as instruments 
for the sexual servicing and pleasure of men…”. From the statement, the writer 
apprehends that women are treated by men as sexual object to pleasure men’s 
sexual desire. Women usually are evaluated based on their physical appearance. 
Men view women as an object for fulfilling their needs, for example as sexual 
object, without marriage contract.  
Another form of women objectification is treatment on women as a child-
bearer. According to Smolak and Murnen (2011, p. 53) “objectification can take a 
variety of forms. For example, women’s bodies might be viewed as vessels for 
reproduction”. The writer apprehends, from the statement, that that women’s 
bodies are seen as a place to bear children. Therefore, their health and fertility will 
become a consideration in order to bear children. 
Based on the statements above, the writer understands that objectification of 
women happens in patriarchy system. Objectification of women means that 
women are not viewed and treated as an individual, but as object for fulfilling 
men’s sexual desire and as a place to bear children. Therefore, women are treated 







2.1.3.3   Feminine Expectation on Women 
Patriarchal society expects men and women to behave according to their 
gender’s identity. According to Wienclaw (2011, p.16), in Sociology Reference 
Guide: Gender Roles and Equality, gender is “the psychological, social, cultural, 
and behavioral characteristics associated with being female or male”. In line with 
that, Burke and Stets, in Encyclopedia of Sociology, states that “Femininity and 
masculinity or one's gender identity (Burke, Stets and Pirog-Good, 1988, Spence, 
1985) refers to the degree to which persons see themselves as masculine or 
feminine given what it means to be a man or woman in society” (2000, p.997). 
From the statements, the writer apprehends that gender identities, masculinity and 
femininity, are characterized or constructed to male and female by the society 
within a place or state. Males are characterized as masculine, while females are 
characterized as feminine. Therefore, males and females are expected to act 
according to their gender’s identity, that is to be masculine and feminine.   
There are some behaviours which are supposed to be done by males and 
female in order to be masculine or feminine. As stated by Wienclaw about 
traditional gender in Sociology Reference Guide: Gender Roles and Equality, that 
women are supposed to only behave and work according to their gender and it 
encourages them to be feminine, for example interested in the things of home and 
family and being passive; while men are considered to become dominant, strong, 
aggressive, and achieving in order to become masculine (2011, p. 34). In line with 
that, according to Tyson (2006, p.85) “traditional gender roles cast men as 
rational, strong, protective, and decisive; they cast women as emotional 
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(irrational), weak, nurturing, and submissive”. Submissive means someone has to 
be obedient and conform to the authority of other (Hilda, 2015, p.15) which in this 
case is women obedient to men. From the statements, the writer apprehends that 
women as a female are considered to be feminine, therefore they are expected to 
be interested in the things of home and family and being passive. Women are also 
expected to be submissive or obedient to men.  
In addition, there is another patriarchal concept of femininity which expects 
women to be feminine. As Tyson (2006, p.88) states in Feminist Criticism in 
Critical Theory Today: A User- Friendly Guide as follow:         
“It is important to note, too, that the patriarchal concept of 
femininity—which is linked to frailty, modesty, and timidity—
disempowers women in the real world: it is not feminine to succeed in 
business, to be extremely intelligent, to earn big bucks, to have strong 
opinions, to have a healthy appetite (for anything), or to assert one’s 
rights.” 
From the statement, the writer apprehends that women who want to achieve those 
criteria above are not feminine according to patriarchy system. Patriarchy system 
demands women to be feminine, which means being frail, modest and timid. 
Therefore, women are not feminine if they are extremely intelligent, if they have 
strong opinion, and if they assert one’s right. 
In conclusion, according to the statements above, the writer understands that 
women are expected to be feminine in patriarchal society. They have to behave 
femininely based on the traditional gender roles. These roles actually limit their 
freedom to act and gain more things in their life than men. Therefore, feminine 




2.1.3.4   Arranged Marriage for Women  
Women’s marriage can be arranged by their parents. According to Broude 
(1994, p. 192) “Where marriages are arranged, it can be the parents or relatives of 
the prospective couple...who take the initiative in negotiating the marriage.” It 
indicates that parents can decide a groom candidate for their daughter. In line with 
it, as quoted by Secular Patriarchy from Love and Marriage in Late Medieval 
London (2013, 1995) in Love and Marriage in London in the Later Part of the 
15th Century as follow: 
“Families, especially parents if they were still alive, were particularly 
important in dispensing advice and giving consent. But sons and 
daughters were not treated in the same way. While young men often 
acted independently in their marriage choices, young women were 
more reliant on and subject to parental consent in making this pivotal 
decision… This may be related to the fact that parents often provided 
some share of the woman’s dowry, thus making daughters more 
dependent than sons on their parents’ approval.” 
 
In other words, from the statements above, the writer comprehends that parents 
have important role in making decision for their daughter marriage which 
indicates the practice of arranged marriage for daughter. Daughter still relies to 
parental consent to choose her husband, therefore she cannot decide her choice 
independently. In conclusion, women’s marriage are arranged by their parents. As 
a woman, a daughter cannot freely decides with whom she will marry. Therefore, 
arranged marriage indicates the practice of women’s subordination. 
    
2.1.3.5 The Alteration of Women’s Surname After Marriage 
It is a tradition in the patriarchy system that women will follow their 
husbands’ last name after marriage. Before the marriage, a woman will follow 
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their father’s last name and her parents are being the care taker of her. In England, 
there is a tradition that women will change their surname into their husbands’ 
after marriage (BBC, 2014). It occurs since the fifteenth century of England, as 
stated in the following:  
The married woman had formerly been a vassal with no surname at 
all, but now, in theory, she came to share the surname of her husband 
as a symbol of their legal and spiritual unity. However, if there was 
one person in a marriage, that person was the husband. Married 
women still could not hold property, vote, or go to law. Legally, at the 
point of marriage they ceased to exist. 
 
The statement shows that it is the husbands’ surname which should be followed, 
while the women’s are altered or vanished. Women have to follow their husbands’ 
surname, and so do their children. However, despite of the change of women 
surname into their husbands’ symbolizes the legal and spiritual of their unity, 
women are not shared with the right to hold property, vote, or go to law. It can 
indicate that the change of women surname depicts the subordination of women 
since women are still having less authority and less access on resource than men. 
Women’s kin can also change through marriage contracts. Through marriage, a 
woman is transferred from her parents’ house into her future husband’s kin and 
lives with him. This also indicates the practice of patriarchy system where 
“patrilocal residence (i.e. the practice of women living with their husband’s 
relatives after marriage)” occurs in the society (Rendall 1982, p.15-34 cited in 
Sultana, 2011, p.11).  
 From the statements above, the writer comprehends that women will 
follow their husbands’ last name after marriage. It is a symbol of the legal and 
spiritual unity between men and women. However, the women still cannot gain 
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their right to hold property. Therefore, women are positioned in subordinate 
position than men after a marriage.  
 
2.1.3.6   Men’s Control on Women’s Wealth or Property  
Patriarchy system gives power and authority to men and keeps women to be 
subordinate of them. According to Sultana (2011, p.7) in patriarchy system, “all 
the power and authority within the family, the society and the state remain entirely 
in the hands of men”. Consequently, husbands become the dominant in their 
house which includes their wives and children. In addition, Sultana (2011, p.7) 
states that “due to patriarchy, women were deprived of their legal rights and 
opportunities patriarchal values restrict women’s mobility, reject their freedom 
over themselves as well as their property”. From the statement, the writer 
apprehends that women have limited right and freedom on their wealth and 
property. In line with it, Gamble (2006, p.4) states “unless exceptional 
circumstances prevailed, upon marriage, all property that belonged to the wife, 
and all property that she subsequently received, automatically became her 
husband’s”. Hence, in a family, all of the properties of wife and daughter will be 
controlled by the husband or father. In exchange, they will be the breadwinner of 
the family and take care of their family. In addition, dowry which is brought by 
the bride family is supposed to be the groom’s property. Gamble (Ibid.) states that 
in a marriage,  
“a wife would bring a ‘dowry’ with her, which was as substantial an 
amount of property (money, valuables, land) as she and her family 
could put together. In return for this dowry, the husband provided the 
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wife with a ‘jointure’, the purpose of which was to maintain her for 
the rest of her life”.  
 
From the statement above, the writer apprehends that all of the property which 
belongs to wife and daughter will be controlled by their father or husbands. In 
exchange, men will be the breadwinner and will take care of their family. As a 
result, women will not have an authority to claim their own property and will not 
become independent economically. 
Patriarchy system also needs men in the family to inherit their property. As 
stated by Sultana (2011) that “Most property and other productive resources are 
controlled by men and they pass from one man to another, usually from father to 
son” (p.9). In line with it, Lerner (1987, p.106) states that “Patriarchal society 
featured patrilineal descent, property laws guaranteeing the inheritance rights of 
sons....” From the statements, the writer apprehends that patriarchy system is a 
system which need to be descended through patriarchal system, in which 
Wienclaw (2011, p.17) defines it as “through the father’s side of the family”. 
Therefore, the writer comprehends that because of this system, the existence of 
man is considered to be important, because they need male descendants to 
maintain the family and inheritance.   
 From the statements above, the writer understands that patriarchy system 
restricts women’s right to control their property. It is because in the system, 
women’s wealth and property are controlled by men, either by their father, 
husband, and event their son. Therefore, patriarchy system can keep women to 




2.1.3.7   Women’s Violence 
Patriarchal society has regard women to be less powered than men which 
leads men to dominate women. According to Bhasin (2006, p.3 cited in Sultana 
2011, p. 2) patriarchy “refer to male domination, to the power relationships by 
which men dominate women, and to characterise a system whereby women are 
kept subordinate in a number of ways”. In line with that, UN Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women (cited in Doak 2007, p.2) states:  
“Violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal 
power relations between men and women, which have led to 
domination over and discrimination against women by men and to the 
prevention of the full advancement of women. . . . Violence against 
women is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are 
forced into a subordinate position compared with men.” 
 
Based on the statements above, the writer comprehends that there is power 
relation in patriarchy system which allows men to dominate and discriminate 
women. Hence, men domination can lead to the violence against women by men. 
In addition, the UN (2003, cited in Doak 2007, p.1) also states about violence 
against women as follow:  
‘‘Violence against women’’ means any act of genderbased violence 
that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such 
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in 
public or in private life.” 
 
Thus, women’s violence refers to any kind of violence which is based on gender. 
The violence results in many kinds of harm and suffering of women. According to 
Allen and O’Neal (2000, p. 68) “‘‘Harm’’ includes physical harm (e.g., a punch to 
the face), psychological harm (e.g., verbal insults), and indirect harm (e.g., 
26 
 
destroying the victim’s property)”. Therefore, the act which is done verbally, such 
as verbal threat and verbal insult, also refer to women’s violence. 
From the statements above, the writer comprehends that women’s violence 
can happens in patriarchy system because of there is power relation between men 
and women. Women’s violence can take in various forms in many fields. The 
practice of women’s violence in patriarchy system forces women to be in 
subordinate position in the society. Therefore, it will maintain men’s status to be 
the dominant and superior than women.   
 
2.2 Previous Studies 
There are some previous studies which have applied patriarchy and 
feminism approach. The first study is conducted by Acinta (2013) from 
Universitas Brawijaya Malang entitled Margaret Thatcher’s Struggles Against 
Women Subordination Represented in “The Iron Lady” Movie. Her thesis reveals 
the life of Margaret Thatcher who experiences oppression and gender 
discrimination, as well as her struggle to fight against oppression and 
subordination of women which are caused by patriarchy system. This thesis 
applies the same theoretical framework, which is patriarchy. However, she uses 
different material object for her study. She uses a movie, while the writer uses a 
novel. 
The second study is conducted by Sayekti Putri Kinanti (2014) from 
Universitas Brawijaya Malang. Her study which is entitled Patriarchy System 
Portrayed in the Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery Short Story reveals the patriarchal 
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society in the story where women and children are oppressed and experienced 
gender discrimination. The study also finds out about Tessie Hutchinson, the only 
main women character, who realizes and experiences the oppression and 
subordination of women in her society and tries to fight against them. However, 
her efforts are failed because people are afraid to support her and choose to keep 
following the system of patriarchy. The thesis uses different material object for 
her study, namely a short story. However, Kinanti uses patriarchy and feminism 
as the same theoretical framework as the writer.     
 
2.3 Research Method 
There are four steps which are used for this study: 
1. Choosing object of the study  
The writer wants to use Anna Jacobs’ An Independent Woman as the object 
of this study because the novel tells about female characters who have to 
experience oppression and women’s subordination because of patriarchy 
system. Also, the novel has not been studied yet in the English Department 
of Faculty of Cultural Studies Universitas Brawijaya Malang, particularly 
through the lens of patriarchy theory. The writer downloads the novel from 
the internet. 
2. Collecting Data 
In this step, the writer collects the data from the novel. The author’s website 




3. Analyzing and Interpreting 
In this step, the writer reads the whole story of novel several times. The 
writer analyzes the life story or problem of each women character and 
interprets how the women are depicted as subordinate of men in the novel 
through patriarchy approach.  
4. Drawing Conclusion 




FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
In this chapter, the writer will explain the findings and discussions which 
are obtained after analyzing the novel based on the problem of study, namely the 
depiction of women’s subordination in Anna Jacobs’s novel entitled An 
Independent Woman. The story of the novel sets in 1918 of England. The story, 
takes place in England after the World War I, portrays the joyfulness of people 
acclaiming the victory against Germany. The social condition of An Independent 
Woman story shows how the people, men and women, barely oppose to each 
other, since the war has lead men and women to work together for their country. 
However, patriarchy system in the story is still prevailed in the England which is 
depicted in the novel. 
Patriarchy is a social system which means the rule of father or men. A 
society which follows patriarchy system strongly tends to have the men as their 
leader. Patriarchy system can lead to a situation which causes women to have 
subordinate position or inferior to men. In the novel, the practice of the system is 
portrayed by the authority of men over women and by the profession of women in 
the society. Men are dominant in the household, which consist of wives and/or 
daughter. The profession of women in the society is largely concern with 
domestic sphere. Some of them depend economically on their father or husband. 
Serena Fleming, the main character, is one of female characters who experiences 





work in a gentlemen household. She has a father named Ernest Fleming, (who is 
actually her stepfather) who dominates her life and forbids her to participate on 
voting and claim her property even though she is already legal to. Serena 
describes her mother and herself as living in an unhappy house with Fleming. She 
struggles to escape from her stepfather and gains her freedom as an independent 
woman. There are also other female characters with different stories which depict 
opposition against the dominance of patriarchy system. For example, women who 
are associated in Women Social and Politic Union (WSPU) struggle to gain their 
right to participate in the general election for the first time despite of the 
opposition from those men. In this chapter, the writer presents the depiction of 
women’s subordination which is experienced by the female characters in the 
novel. 
 
3.1 Preference of Son in An Independent Woman Novel 
Patriarchy system leads to the practice of women’s subordination. 
Preference of son is one form of women’s subordinations in patriarchy system. In 
patriarchy system, men are preferred more than women which causes men to be 
the superior and women to be the inferior. Even since he was born, a boy was 
regarded as superior than his mother or his older sister. In other words, in 
patriarchy system the birth of a boy is preferred than of a girl. As stated by Nnadi 
(2013, p.136) in her journal as follow: 
“One basic factor about son preference is that, the practice is rooted in 
culture and economics and it is stronger in countries where patriarchy 
is firmly rooted… The truth of the matter is that, regardless of levels 
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of development, patriarchy supports and sustains son preference in the 
cultures where it is practiced.” 
The statement above explains that son preference is rooted in patriarchy system. 
Because the practice of son preference is rooted in the system, the position of 
women as the subordinate of men will remain for quite a long time, especially in 
patriarchal society.  
 An Independent Woman novel depicts the practice of son preference 
through the main female character’s family, namely Serena’s family. It is 
practiced by her stepfather, Ernest Fleming, who still maintains the 
implementation of patriarchy system. Serena Fleming is biological daughter of 
Grace Fleming, who married Ernest Fleming (hereinafter referred to as Fleming) 
when she is still pregnant. Grace and Fleming have a son named Frank Fleming 
who is presumed missing died in the war. Serena feels so sad that she has lost her 
dearest little brother because they are very close. In the story, all of them actually 
feel the domination of Fleming in the household. However, according to Serena, 
Fleming shows his care only for his son.  
The only person Ernest Fleming had ever truly cared about was his 
son, and even that had not led him to make any demonstrations of his 
affection. (Jacobs, 2005, p.7) 
 
In the story, Serena describes Fleming as a cold person who rarely shows his 
expression to her, his wife and people around him. He does not love her ever since 
she was a child. However, the sentence shows that Fleming actually cares about 
somebody, which is his son, Frank. It shows that, in his family, Fleming prefers 
his son than his daughter and wife.  
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Despite of preferring his son than the rest of his family, Fleming has gender 
roles expectation on both Serena and Frank. He expects both of them to act and 
behave according to their gender. However, according to Serena, Frank is 
different from Fleming.  
Frank hadn’t been at all like his father, either in looks or personality, 
but had taken after their mother’s side of the family, as did Serena 
herself …A gentle boy, he’d been harried cruelly at school because he 
hated fighting. At home he’d been bullied and harangued constantly 
because he didn’t do his father credit either on the sports field or 
academically. (Jacobs, 2005, p.7)   
 
The lines above depict that Frank is a gentle boy who hates fighting, does not 
good in sports or academic field. These character and ability of Frank are in 
contrast to his gender roles which are expected to men. As stated by Wienclaw 
(2011, p.34) about gender roles that “men are considered to become dominant, 
strong, aggressive, and achieving in order to become masculine”. The lines above 
show that Frank is not being strong and aggressive because he is gentle and hates 
fighting. In addition, Frank also does not do well on sport and academic field 
which means he is not being achieving. This means that Frank does not fulfill the 
gender roles which are expected by Fleming and by the society. As a result, Frank 
is harried cruelly by people at his school and bullied at home by Fleming.  
Frank’s experiences give a meaning that the practice of patriarchy system 
prevails in the novel. Fleming practices the preference of son toward Frank and 
expects him to perform gender roles. Furthermore, Fleming also wants his son to 
do him credit, which means he wants to be praised and respected by people 
because of Frank’s achievement. This implies that Fleming beliefs the birth of son 
can raise his status which, in this novel, cannot be fulfilled by Frank.  
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Fleming’s preference of son in the story might seem unclear at first. After 
knowing the truth about her biological father from her deceased mother, Serena 
believes that Fleming does not love her because of the fact that she is not his 
biological daughter. Serena’s belief can give a meaning that the reason why 
Fleming does not love her is because of her status that she is biologically not his 
daughter, thus Fleming prefers her brother because he is Fleming’s biological son. 
However, the writer finds that Fleming does prefer a son. It is portrayed by 
Fleming in his intention about doing another marriage after the death of Grace.  
He scowled as he thought about Grace. He supposed he’d better find 
himself another wife and try once again for a son, though he’d make 
sure he selected someone young and healthy, best of all a widow with 
a child to raise who had already proved she was fertile and would be 
grateful to find another protector. He’d have a look round. There were 
plenty of young widows, thanks to the war. (Jacobs, 2005, p.157)  
 
The lines above depict that Fleming plans to marry again, after the death of Frank 
and his wife, Grace. His intention shows that he prefers son than daughter, 
because he expects the birth of a son when he starts a new marriage, but not the 
birth of a daughter. Furthermore, Fleming wants to make sure that he finds a 
widow who is young and healthy, especially who is proven to be fertile to bear 
him children, particularly a son. In conclusion, the lines prove that Fleming hates 
Serena not because of her non biological status. It is because Fleming does prefer 
the birth of a son than a birth of a daughter. 
In addition, the lines also show that preference of son has caused a 
consequence for Serena and her mother. Moreover, Frank, the only son in his 
family, cannot fulfill Fleming’s expectation to do his credit which can intensify 
Fleming’s disregard toward Grace and Serena. It can be indicated by the lines 
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above which show Fleming’s feeling toward Grace. The statement by UN 
Agencies (2012) explains that “it is also women who have to bear the 
consequences of giving birth to an unwanted girl child, these consequences can 
include violence, abandonment, divorce or even death”. In the story, Grace is the 
one who has to bear the coldness or disregard, which is psychological violence, 
from Fleming as it is caused by the birth of Serena as a daughter and also Serena 
herself as an unwanted girl child. Fleming is depicted as a cold character and 
barely shows his feeling to anyone in the novel. Therefore, it is difficult to know 
the reason for his coldness. However, the lines above show a little the reason of 
his coldness toward Grace. He scowls as he thought about Grace while he 
considers finding another wife for a son. It gives a meaning that Fleming is 
annoyed by Grace because she cannot bear him another son after the death of 
Frank. According to Serena, Grace suffers a severe arthritis which makes her bed-
ridden for years. Therefore, she is unable to bear a child because her condition 
does not let her to.  
From the analysis above, the writer concludes that preference of son 
happens in the An Independent Woman novel. It is depicted by Freming’s 
preference of his son, Frank, rather than his wife, Grace, or Serena. Fleming’s 
annoyance toward Grace is caused by her inability to bear him another son since 
she is sick for years. Thus, it causes him to act cold toward Grace and also Serena 
as the unwanted girl child. In addition, Freming’s preference of son is also 
depicted by his intention to marry again for a son, not for a daughter. Therefore, it 
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is proved that preference of son, as one form of women’s subordination, is 
practiced in the patriarchal society in the novel.    
 
3.2 Objectification of Women in An Independent Woman Novel 
The other form of women’s subordinations is women’s objectification. The 
objectification of women happens in patriarchy system. As Tyson describes that 
“Women are oppressed by patriarchy economically, politically, socially, and 
psychologically.... woman is other: she is objectified and marginalized....” (2006, 
p. 92). In line with that, “objectification is typically defined as a culture’s 
tendency to treat women’s bodies as objects rather than as active, autonomous 
entities (e.g., Fredrickson & Roberts, 1997; McKinley & Hyde, 1996)” (Smolak 
and Murnen 2011, p.53). From the definition, the writer apprehends that women’s 
objectification means that women are regarded not as individuals but as object or 
property.  
Women’s objectification depicted in the story by Ernest Fleming. After 
countering a bad day because of Serena’s rebellion against him, he comes home 
and meets his housemaid, Ruby, and studied her that she is not a bad looking 
women. He then asks her to bring him a tea tray to the sitting room.    
When she came in with it, he stood up and took it from her, seizing 
the opportunity to press her breast. She jumped back like a scalded 
cat. 
“Why don’t you join me in a cup, Ruby? You must have been on your 
feet all day.” 
She edged back to the door. “No, thank you, sir. It wouldn’t be right.” 
Clearly she wasn’t free with her favours. He scowled then shrugged. 




He’d send a message tomorrow to a man who was sometimes of use to 
him and who could always provide a woman to see to his needs. You 
had to celebrate Christmas one way or the other. (Jacobs, 2005, p.205) 
The lines above depict that Fleming shows his sexual desire by touching Ruby’s 
breast. Fleming’s thought, dialogue and behavior in the story above shows how he 
does not see Ruby as an individual, but as a sexual object. According to Calogero, 
et al. (2011, p.4), women’s objectification means “Women are defined, evaluated, 
and treated more often as objects than men are. In particular, it is the viewing of 
women as sex objects, as instruments for the sexual servicing and pleasure of 
men…”. From the statement, the writer apprehends that women are treated by 
men as sexual object to pleasure men’s sexual desire. Women usually are 
evaluated based on their physical appearance. Men view women as an object for 
fulfilling their needs, for example as sexual object, without marriage contract. In 
the event stated above, Fleming studies Ruby’s appearance and thinks that she is 
not bad looking, which highly refers to the appearance of her body, and triggers 
him to do sexual violence on her. Even though he can resist it from happen any 
further, he intends to get sexual service through another women whom he usually 
can get for his sexual needs. This indicates that in the society of the novel, there 
are women whose roles are as the object of sexual service for men.           
Another form of women objectification is depicted in Fleming’s treatment 
on women as a child-bearer. According to Smolak and Murnen (2011, p. 53) 
“objectification can take a variety of forms. For example, women’s bodies might 
be viewed as vessels for reproduction”. From the statement, the writer apprehends 
that that women’s bodies are seen as the place to bear children.  
37 
 
He scowled as he thought about Grace. He supposed he’d better find 
himself another wife and try once again for a son, though he’d make 
sure he selected someone young and healthy, best of all a widow with 
a child to raise who had already proved she was fertile and would be 
grateful to find another protector. He’d have a look round. There were 
plenty of young widows, thanks to the war. (Jacobs, 2005, p.157) 
The lines above depicts that Fleming wants to look for another woman to be 
married. It is because he wants to try again for a son. The lines shows thsth he 
intends to look for young widow with a child because it proves her fertility. He 
needs evidence that the woman is healthy and fertile, thus she can bear his 
children, especially a son. In other words, Fleming views and treats women as a 
vessel of reproduction. Fleming’s intention to try again for a son does not only 
indicate the preference of son, but also women’s objectification as a child-bearer. 
From the lines above, the writer finds that there is objectification of women 
in the An Independent Woman novel. It is depicted by women who are seen as an 
sexual object and as a vessel of reproduction to bear son. In conclusion, it is 
proved that women’s subordination, namely objectification of women, happens in 
the novel. 
  
3.3 Feminine Expectation on Female Characters in An Independent Woman 
Novel 
According to Burke and Stets (2000,  p. 997), in Encyclopedia of Sociology, 
“Femininity and masculinity or one's gender identity (Burke, Stets and Pirog-
Good 1988; Spence 1985) refers to the degree to which persons see themselves as 
masculine or feminine given what it means to be a man or woman in society”. 
From the statement, the writer comprehends that that gender identity is 
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constructed by society. Patriarchal society is a society which has maintained the 
implementation of gender roles as the convention of its society. Since they were 
born, the children of patriarchal society have been taught by their parents to 
behave according to their genders. According to Wienclaw’s traditional gender in 
Sociology Reference Guide: Gender Roles and Equality, women are supposed to 
only behave and work according to their gender and it encourages them to be 
feminine, for example interested in the things of home and family and being 
passive; while men are considered to become dominant, strong, aggressive, and 
achieving in order to become masculine (2011, p. 34). 
In the An Independent Woman novel, Serena is the female characters who is 
being taught and expected to be feminine. There is an event in the story when 
Serena tries to rebel against Fleming’s control. She wants to keep the jewelry 
from him since she needs money to leave the unhappy house since she does not 
have her mother to be looked after. Serena looks for a lawyer, Justin Redway, to 
help her keeping her mother inheritance from Fleming. From Fleming’s lawyer, 
Mr. Pearson, Serena knows that actually she will get her godmother inheritance 
which makes her happy.  
“When she inherited, there were seven cottages in the village of 
Horton. I can only presume that your father has been managing them 
for you, collecting rents and so on, though there are no records of 
those transactions here.” He frowned. “You’ll have to apply to him for 
current details and of course, I presume there will be money in the 
bank from the years of rent payments. It should be quite a substantial 
sum, since it’ll have been accruing interest for the past fifteen years 
ever since your godmother died.” 
Serena felt instantly better. It was easier to act independently when 
you had a comfortable sum of money behind you. She knew some 
women went out and earned a living, but she hadn’t been trained to do 
39 
 
anything except manage a gentleman’s household. (Jacobs, 2005, 
p.45)  
The lines show that Serena has not been trained to do anything except to manage a 
gentleman’s household. It depicts that Serena’s parents’ expect her to be feminine, 
that women should be “interested in the things of home and family and being 
passive” (Wienclaw, 2011, p.3). By relating to the statement, the writer thinks that 
Serena is being taught by the society, in this case by her parents, to behave 
according to her gender as a female, that is to be feminine.  
The lines also show how Serena’s life has depended on her stepfather, 
Fleming, because of the feminine expectation on her. It is depicted by her 
happiness knowing that she actually owns inheritance and money from her 
godmother which can make her independent from Fleming’s control. All this 
time, Serena is expected to work only in the house and she only learns how to 
manage a gentleman’s household, thus Serena cannot work on a waged job. 
Therefore, she cannot earn money for herself in order to live independently. 
Serena has to depend economically on Fleming in order to make a living, because 
Fleming is the breadwinner of her family. Consequently, Serena has to experience 
the “lack of access to resources and decision making etc… the feeling of 
powerlessness” (Sultana, 2011, p.7) which indicate the subordination of women. 
In other word, Serena is being subordinated by men, since she is expected to 
follow the convention of gender roles to be feminine. 
Feminine expectation on women is also depicted in other female characters 
in the An Independent Woman novel. Patriarchal society has practiced the 
convention of gender roles and passed it from one generation to the next 
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generation. Hence, the subordination of women which occurs in the practice of the 
system has been prevalent in the society, for example in the family, social 
relations, job, etc. without causing any problem to the people of patriarchal 
society. According to Gerda Lerner (1987, p.234) in her book The Creation of 
Patriarchy as follow: 
“The use of the phrase subordination of women instead of the word 
“oppression” has distinct advantages. Subordination does not have the 
connotation of evil intent on the part of the dominant; it allows for the 
possibility of collusion between him and the subordinate. It includes 
the possibility of voluntary acceptance of subordinate status in 
exchange of protection and privilege, a condition which characterizes 
so much of the historical experience of women.” 
 
This indicates that women’s subordination can be accepted, consciously or 
unconsciously, by the women of patriarchal society. Women voluntarily will be 
the subordinate of men since men can protect them and give them privilege. There 
are female characters in the novel who have followed and practiced gender roles 
as a housekeeper and they are doing it well as their common behavior in the 
society. Serena is one of the female characters in the novel who accepts the 
subordinate status of being a housekeeper despite of her struggle to be free from 
her stepfather.   
Her mother’s death would make little practical difference to the 
household or its head, because she’d been in charge of housekeeping 
for the last few years… (Jacobs, 2005, p.7)  
Serena has been managing her own house for years, even before her mother death. 
The lines depict that Serena has been in charge of housekeeping for a long time 




He would soon realise as well that he’d lost a very efficient 
housekeeper, which she knew she was. She’d taken over that job from 
her mother years ago and had done it well. (Jacobs, 2005, p.19) 
The lines tell about Serena’s thought on her stepfather. It is depicted that her 
mother is also a housekeeper. Serena also depicts herself as a very efficient 
housekeeper.  
There are also female characters in the novel who are still working or have 
been worked in a waged job as a maid, namely Ruby in Serena’s house (p.79); 
Pearl Diggle in the Hall (p.19); Gladys (in charge of meal) and Ada in Mrs. 
Lonnerden’s house (p.77). In addition, the maid service is available in the society 
depicted in the novel story. There is a case when Marcus Graye (later will be 
Serena’s husband) just comes back from the war and he needs to find a daily 
maid. 
“…I’ll nip across to pay my respects to my cousin and aunt, and ask 
Cook to give me enough food to last until tomorrow…And perhaps 
you could come back tomorrow morning and drive me into Tinsley? I 
shall have to do some shopping and put an advert in the Tinsley 
Telegraph for a daily maid.”(Jacobs, 2005, p.11)  
 
The dialogue above is spoken by Marcus to Vic Scoutt, a soldier who has come 
back months earlier than Marcus. Vic works as cab driver and Marcus asks for his 
help to drive him to look for a daily maid who is a woman.  
In the An Independent Woman novel, there are also Cooks, women who are 
in charge in the kitchen, depicted working in some of the characters’ household in 
the story. The Cooks are working in Serena’s house (p.18); in Mrs. Lonnerden’s 
house, who Marcus “had been very fond of, who’d had a lot of time for a lonely, 
motherless lad when he was growing up” (p.12); and in Mr. and Mrs. 
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Hammerton’s house (p.201). The characters of Cooks do not have proper name in 
the novel. In every household, they are only depicted as “Cook” and they are 
women. In addition, Marcus’ father hires a nursemaid, who is a woman, to look 
after Marcus because his mother dies in childbirth. 
Those findings from the novel above depict how women are expected to be 
feminine. They are expected to have interest in the things of home and family, 
namely as housekeeper, maid, cook and nursemaid. The novel depicts women as 
the ones who are commonly related to domestic work, either in their household or 
their job.  
Furthermore, the other feminine expectation on female characters which is 
depicted in the story is that women are supposed to be submissive. According to 
Tyson (2006, p.85) “traditional gender roles cast men as rational, strong, 
protective, and decisive; they cast women as emotional (irrational), weak, 
nurturing, and submissive”. Submissive means someone has to be obedient and 
conform to the authority of other (Hilda, 2015, p.15) which in this case is women 
obedient to men.  
Submissive is expected by Fleming to be done by Serena. Fleming believes 
that Serena will be submissive or obedient and will follow his commands. The 
feminine expectation to be submissive is depicted in the novel when Fleming 
knows about Serena participating on voting.  
“What were you doing there?” 
She had never heard him shout like this. Her heart began to thump 




He slapped her face hard. “How dare you disobey me? You know I 
don’t believe in votes for women and I expressly forbade you to join 
in that circus.” (Jacobs, 2005, p.38).  
The event presented in lines above shows the consequence of breaking Fleming’s 
expectation on Serena to obey his commands. Serena disobeys Fleming who 
commands her not to vote for the general election. Fleming’s anger toward 
Serena’s rebellion does not merely depict his disagreement on her disobedience. 
However, the writer indicates that it can also depict the disagreement of men on 
the women involvement in general election.  
Fleming is one of the antis-women voting who actively refuses the idea that 
women can join general election. Fleming considers that women voting is an 
unwomanly thing thus he forbids women in his family to participate. He and his 
friends have become the enemies of the Women Social and Political Union 
(WSPU). One of the members is Evadne Blair. Evadne is the cousin of Justin 
Redway, the lawyer who helps Serena to fight against Fleming in order to get 
back the authority of her inheritance.   
He grinned. “My cousin Evadne won’t be able to resist offering you 
shelter when I explain what’s happened. Your father isn’t liked by 
many people and has been particularly rude to her and her friends 
more than once.”  
“He has?” 
“Oh, yes.” 
“I can’t imagine him being rude to a stranger. He’s normally so 
quietly spoken. Why was he like that with her?” 
“It seems he disapproves very strongly of women voting. He not only 
threw things at Evadne when she was marching along the street to 
gain attention for the cause, but he encouraged others to do the same.” 
(Jacobs, 2005, p.46) 
“Oh.” 
“My cousin considered her suffering worthwhile in the struggle for 
women to obtain the vote, but he made it more a vendetta, even had 
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them thrown out of their former premises and tried to fine them for 
damage to the property. (Jacobs, 2005, p.47) 
The dialogues above present Justin’s story about Fleming’s attitude toward his 
cousin Evadne and women voting. He tells Serena that Fleming dissapproves very 
strongly of women voting. His cousin, Evadne Blair and other members of WSPU 
are the women who experience Fleming’s disapproval. He is throwing things at 
their marching and encourage other people to do the same. He also makes the 
women thrown out of their premises and tries to fine them for the damaged 
property. Hence, his rude attitudes in the dialogoue show that Fleming is anti-
women voting. Fleming is rude to women, not only to the women in his house, but 
also to all women in the country who wants to vote, because he regards it as 
unwomanly thing. It means that, according to Fleming, women voting is not the 
thing which a woman does. In other words, Fleming regards women voting as 
unfeminine, therefore he disapproves the voting.  
The findings above are also in accord with patriarchal concept of femininity 
which expects women to be feminine. As Tyson (2006, p.88) states in Feminist 
Criticism in Critical Theory Today: A User- Friendly Guide as follow:         
“It is important to note, too, that the patriarchal concept of 
femininity—which is linked to frailty, modesty, and timidity—
disempowers women in the real world: it is not feminine to succeed in 
business, to be extremely intelligent, to earn big bucks, to have strong 
opinions, to have a healthy appetite (for anything), or to assert one’s 
rights.” 
From the statement above, the writer apprehends that women who want to achieve 
those criteria above are not feminine according to patriarchy system. Patriarchy 
system demands women to be feminine, which means being frail, modest and 
timid. The writer finds that the lines and the dialogue from the novel aboves 
45 
 
relevant to the statement. According to the statement, in order to be feminine, 
first, women are not supposed to be extremely intelligent. It happens to Serena 
who does not go to school and she is only taught to manage gentlemen household. 
Second, women are not supposed to have strong opinions and to assert one’s 
rights as have been done by women of WSPU and women who votes in the novel, 
including Serena and Evadne. Women of WSPU give strong opinion that women 
need to participate in general election and demands for their right to vote as equal 
as men. Therefore, according to patriarchy system, these women are not regarded 
as feminine.  
From the findings above, the writer concludes that there are feminine 
expectations on women in the An Independent Woman novel. The novel depicts 
women as the ones whose role are commonly related to domestic work, either in 
their household or their job. They are expected to have interest in the things of 
home and family, namely as housekeeper, maid, cook and nursemaid. Fleming’s 
attitudes toward Serena, Evadne and her friends in WSPU in the novel can also 
depict the practice of patriarchy system which expects and demands women to be 
feminine, namely to be submissive, not to be extremely intelligent, not supposed 
to have strong opinions, and not to assert one’s rights. As a result, these women 
have to experience the lack of access to resources and decision making which 
indicate the subordination of women. Therefore, the findings prove that women’s 





3.4 Arranged Marriage for Women in An Independent Woman Novel 
In the patriarchy system, after a woman finds a candidate to be her husband, 
she has to get her parents especially her father’s approval for the marriage. 
However, parents usually decide a groom candidate for their daughter. This will 
lead into a marriage without love. As quoted by Secular Patriarchy from Love and 
Marriage in Late Medieval London (2013, 1995) in Love and Marriage in London 
in the Later Part of the 15th Century as follow: 
“Families, especially parents if they were still alive, were particularly 
important in dispensing advice and giving consent. But sons and 
daughters were not treated in the same way. While young men often 
acted independently in their marriage choices, young women were 
more reliant on and subject to parental consent in making this pivotal 
decision… This may be related to the fact that parents often provided 
some share of the woman’s dowry, thus making daughters more 
dependent than sons on their parents’ approval.” 
 
In other words, parents have important role in making decision for their daughter 
marriage which indicates the practice of arranged marriage for daughter. In the An 
Independent Woman novel, such practice has been arranged by Grace’s parents, 
and by Fleming and Grace to Serena. 
“I need to tell you something, should have told you sooner, didn’t 
dare.” 
Serena watched her mother struggle for breath, the pulse in her neck 
showing faintly against skin crumpled like yellowing tissue paper. 
“Tell me what?” “Ernest is not—your father.” 
“What?” 
Tears trickled down Grace’s cheeks, “Don’t think badly of me— 
please!” 
“I never could. Never. Don’t agitate yourself.” But she couldn’t help 
asking, “Are you sure?” 
“Of course I am! James was your real father—James Lang. I loved 
him so much, but my parents wouldn’t let me marry him.” 
She gasped for air before continuing and for a moment Serena thought 
the end had come, then the confidences resumed. 
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“When I found I was with child, James wanted to marry me, so we 
arranged to run away. But I waited all night and he didn’t come. I’d no 
money—had to go back to my parents—and they forced me to marry 
Ernest. He wanted my dowry, you see. But he’s not your father. That’s 
why—he hasn’t always been kind to you.” (Jacobs, 2005, p.4) 
 
The lines above are spoken by Grace to Serena when she is about to take her last 
breath. Grace tells Serena that James is her real father, and therefore Fleming is 
not, which is also the reason why Fleming has not been kind to her. Furthermore, 
in the conversation, Grace tells Serena that she marries Fleming instead of James. 
Grace and James are going to run away, but they fail because he does not come. 
Later, in the story, it is found that James cannot come because he is taken by 
Fleming’s men to Australia. From the story, the writer knows that Fleming intends 
to marry Grace and he wants her dowry. However, from the story too, the writer 
finds that, in the first place, Grace’s parents will not let her to marry James, even 
though she, as their daughter loves, him and so does James. Her parents’ 
disagreement then causes Grace and James to run away, because it is the only way 
they can be together. In conclusion, the lines depict that marriage for daughter can 
only happen by her parents’ consent, thus parents’ consent is important in a 
marriage. It also indicates that Parents’ consent on their daughter marriage is also 
related with the law of dowry, which is provided by bride’s parents and given to 
groom or his family. The analysis of dowry in the novel will be explained further 
in the next sub chapter. 
There is another female character, Serena, who almost experiences arranged 
marriage by her parents. According to Serena, Fleming and her mother has been 
discussed about arranging a marriage for her. 
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Ten years before, when she was just growing into womanhood, she’d 
overheard him discussing with her mother the possibility that their 
daughter might make a useful marriage once she had outgrown the 
plump stage. The men he’d named as possible husbands were all from 
families Serena disliked, and some were his own age.(Jacobs, 2005, 
p.6) 
 
The lines depict that Serena’s parents, mainly Fleming, have arranged a marriage 
for her. It also shows that Fleming arranges a marriage without considering 
Serena’s feeling about the marriage. He only considers that Serena can make a 
useful marriage to men in his own age whom Serena dislikes. The novel tells that 
Serena comes from one of richest families who live in Cavendish Terrace in 
Tinsley town. Fleming has a high position as landlord and is well-known in the 
town. He really cares about maintaining that position and his appearance in the 
society. He is also depicted as someone who does not want to get in touch with 
people from lower class. Because of that, Serena cannot choose the one whom she 
wants to marry. It is told in the novel that Serena has actually attracted to some 
men. 
As the years passed, the only men who attracted her were ones her 
father would never allow her to marry, a young officer seen in the 
street, a cousin of an acquaintance, a man from the poorer side of the 
family. She could only dream of what she was missing. So far she’d 
avoided being trapped like her mother in an unhappy marriage, though 
it had been a close thing a couple of times when her father had set his 
mind on her marrying someone. (Jacobs, 2005, p.7) 
 
The lines portray that the men whom Serena has attracted to are the men whom 
Fleming will never allow her to marry. They are a young officer in the street, a 
cousin of an acquaintance, and a man from a poor family. The novel also portrays 
that Fleming does not want to have a relationship with someone who he does not 
know and someone who comes from lower class. This means that Fleming only 
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wants to marry Serena with someone who has the same class which is useful for 
maintaining his position in the town. Therefore, Serena says that she can only 
dream of what she is missing. From the lines above, the writer apprehends that the 
possibility of Serena to have a happy marriage with the ones she loves is very 
small, since she knows that Fleming will never give his consent on her 
preferences.  
In addition, the lines above also depict that arranged marriage usually has 
nothing to do with love. As Serena says it has been happened in her mother, 
Grace, and Fleming marriage. Fleming only wants to marry her mother because of 
her dowry, not because of love. Therefore, their marriage becomes an unhappy 
marriage where women, in this case are Grace and almost happens to Serena, are 
being the ones who feel the suffering.  
In conclusion, arranged marriage which is practiced in the novel leads to 
subordination of women. Because of its practice, a female character in the novel, 
Grace, should experience a marriage without love and unhappy marriage. Another 
female character, Serena, also has to struggle to avoid the marriage which is 
arranged by her father. It is because she does not want to be trapped in an 
unhappy marriage like her mother. This depicts how female characters in the 
novel are being subordinated by parents, particularly father. These female 
characters cannot make their own decision to marry someone they love without 





3.5 The Alteration of Women’s Surname After Marriage in An Independent 
Woman Novel 
Another women’s subordination depicted in the novel is the tradition that 
women and their children will follow their husbands’ or their fathers’ surname. 
Before getting married, a woman will follow her father’s last name and her 
parents are being the care taker of her. In other words, a woman belongs to her 
family before she is taken by her husband. In England, there is a tradition that 
women will change their surname into their husbands’ after marriage (BBC, 
2014). It occurs since the fifteenth century of England, as stated in the following:  
The married woman had formerly been a vassal with no surname at 
all, but now, in theory, she came to share the surname of her husband 
as a symbol of their legal and spiritual unity. However, if there was 
one person in a marriage, that person was the husband. Married 
women still could not hold property, vote, or go to law. Legally, at the 
point of marriage they ceased to exist. 
 
The statement shows that it is the husbands’ surname which should be followed, 
while the women’s are altered or vanished. Women have to follow their husbands’ 
surname, and so do their children. In addition, despite of the change of women 
surname into their husbands’ symbolizes the legal and spiritual of their unity, 
women are not shared with the right to hold property, vote, or go to law. It can 
indicate that the change of women surname depicts the subordination of women 
since women are still having less authority and less access on resource than men.  
The tradition is prevalent in the society depicted in An Independent Woman 
novel. In the novel, Serena is called as “Serena Fleming” and “Miss Fleming” 
which means that she belongs to Ernest Fleming as his child. Her surname is not 
taken after her mother as Serena Illingham, but as Serena Fleming. It also applies 
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to the male characters, for example Serena’s brother, Frank Fleming, and Serena’s 
husband, Marcus Graye, whose mothers are respectively Illingham and 
Lonnerden.  
The alteration of woman’s surname into her husband’s is also depicted by 
Serena Fleming after she marries Marcus Graye. It happens after Serena is success 
in leaving her house and she lives in the Marcus’s Hall, which is “a pleasant little 
Georgian manor set in a few acres”(p.13). During the time, Fleming tries to 
capture Serena to get her back into his house because Fleming needs Serena’s 
inheritance. He makes a plot that Serena has lost her senses, thus he can make her 
back into him. Since he is her only kin and her father by law, Fleming has the 
right to look after her and the court will agree with it (Jacobs, 2005, p.82). 
Fortunately, Serena’s lawyer, Justin, Vic and Marcus can save her in time and 
Fleming has to retreat temporary. Afterwards, they discuss about the way to 
resolve this problem.    
Justin was looking from Marcus to Serena, but they didn’t seem to be 
aware of him, were staring at each other as if they were alone. He 
smiled and then had to clear his throat to gain their attention. “There’s 
one way to make sure he can never get his hands on her.” (Jacobs, 
2005, p.83) 
“What?” Serena asked eagerly. “Whatever it is, I’ll do it.” 
“If you were married, your husband would be your next of kin, not 
Fleming.” 
“Oh.” Her eager expression faded and she looked down at herself with 
a scornful laugh. 
“Who’d marry me? I’ve worked all my life to be plain and 
unattractive, not to mention boring.” 
Justin looked at Marcus and raised one eyebrow. (Jacobs, 2005, p.84)  
The lines tell the part when Justin gives solution for Serena’s problem. He 
recommends Serena to marry Marcus after seeing their closeness. He says that by 
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marrying Marcus, Serena’s kin will be Marcus, thus she belongs to Marcus kin as 
his wife or family, not as Fleming family. Therefore, Fleming cannot make her 
back to his house and claim her money. Later, Serena and Marcus agree to follow 
Justin to get married. 
“Come along, Mrs Graye,” Marcus said. “Let’s go and have our photo 
taken.” 
“Mrs Graye,” Serena whispered and the name echoed several times in 
her head as they walked out. Oh, the relief of not being Miss Fleming 
any longer! Suddenly the day seemed brighter, the wind less chill and 
she didn’t care if it rained or snowed. 
She was married! She didn’t have to pretend to be Ernest Fleming’s 
daughter any longer, nor did she have to use his name. And if that was 
a strange thing to think on her wedding day, then too bad, because it 
was very important to her to cut all ties with him. (Jacobs, 2005, 
p.118) 
The lines depict the alteration of Serena’s surname, which previously Fleming, 
into Marcus’s which becomes Mrs. Graye. She is not “Miss Fleming” any longer 
and she does not have to pretend as Fleming’s daughter. The lines also show 
Serena’s happiness of being free from Fleming. By the marriage, Serena cuts all 
ties with Fleming and she belongs to her husband, Marcus. It depicts that a 
women’s kin can change through marriage contracts. Through marriage, a woman 
is transferred from her parents’ house into her future husband’s kin and lives with 
him. This also indicates the practice of patriarchy system where “patrilocal 
residence (i.e. the practice of women living with their husband’s relatives after 
marriage)” occurs in the society (Rendall 1982, p.15-34 cited in Sultana, 2011, 
p.11). On the other hand, Serena’s freedom from being Fleming’s relative can be 
considered to be women’s subordination. It is because as a woman, she has to find 
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a man who wants to marry her and take her into his family. Women thus are 
considered to be dependent to men, in this case, to other man, Marcus. 
 
3.6 Men’s Control on Women’s Wealth or Property in An Independent 
Woman Novel 
Patriarchy system gives power and authority to men and keeps women to be 
subordinate of them. According to Sultana (2011, p.7) in patriarchy system, “all 
the power and authority within the family, the society and the state remain entirely 
in the hands of men”. Consequently, husbands become the dominant in their 
house which includes their wives and children. In addition, Sultana (2011, p.7) 
states that “due to patriarchy, women were deprived of their legal rights and 
opportunities patriarchal values restrict women’s mobility, reject their freedom 
over themselves as well as their property”. From the statements, the writer 
apprehends that women have limited right and freedom on their wealth and 
property. In line with it, Gamble (2006, p.4) states “unless exceptional 
circumstances prevailed, upon marriage, all property that belonged to the wife, 
and all property that she subsequently received, automatically became her 
husband’s”. Hence, in a family, all of the properties of wife and daughter will be 
controlled by the husband or father. In exchange, they will be the breadwinner of 
the family and take care of their family.   
Women’s property can take in form of dowry and inheritance. In the 
England history, dowry is the tradition which comes from Anglo-Saxon period. 
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Dowry which is brought by the bride family is supposed to be the groom’s 
property. As stated by Gamble (2006, p.4) in the following,  
“a wife would bring a ‘dowry’ with her, which was as substantial an 
amount of property (money, valuables, land) as she and her family 
could put together. In return for this dowry, the husband provided the 
wife with a ‘jointure’, the purpose of which was to maintain her for 
the rest of her life.” 
 
From the statement, the writer apprehends that, in a marriage, dowry is supposed 
to be given to the groom or husband by the bride’s or wife’s family. The 
regulation of dowry is prevalent in the society of the novel. 
“When I found I was with child, James wanted to marry me, so we 
arranged to run away. But I waited all night and he didn’t come. I’d no 
money—had to go back to my parents—and they forced me to marry 
Ernest. He wanted my dowry, you see. But he’s not your father. That’s 
why—he hasn’t always been kind to you.”(Jacobs, 2005, p.4) 
 
The lines above show that the tradition of bestowing dowry has been done by 
Grace’s family. The lines are spoken by Grace to Serena about her real father, 
James, and how she is ended up marrying Fleming. Grace cannot marry James 
and she is forced to marry Fleming. Even though Grace knows about Fleming’s 
intention to marry her for her dowry, the marriage still being carried out. It 
indicates that in the past, the dowry has been given by Grace and her family to 
Fleming when she marries him. Therefore, the dowry has become Fleming’s 
property which he can control to increase his wealth as well as his status in 
society.  
The depiction of men’s control on women’s dowry is also portrayed by 
Marcus. In the novel, Marcus thinks about the current condition of his family and 
home. He plans to live there temporary before he goes abroad to find a job. 
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And if his two cousins were dead, what would happen to the Hall? It 
wasn’t all that big, a pleasant little Georgian manor set in a few 
acres. He could see its outline through the bare-branched trees. He 
hoped it wouldn’t be sold to some war profiteer. 
But whoever inherited the Hall couldn’t touch the Lodge and its half-
acre garden, because that had been his mother’s dowry and now 
belonged to him. Not that he’d be able to stay here for long. He’d 
have to rent the place out because he needed to find himself a job 
and would probably have to go back to his old one in 
Manchester.(Jacobs, 2005, p.13) 
The lines depict that woman’s property, in this case dowry, is controlled by man. 
It is portrayed that Marcus has the authority and control over the Lodge, since it is 
his mother’s dowry. From the lines above, the writer apprehends that, in a family, 
dowry as woman’s property belongs not only to her husband, but it is also 
inherited to their son. As stated by Sultana (2011) that “Most property and other 
productive resources are controlled by men and they pass from one man to 
another, usually from father to son” (p.9). In line with it, Lerner (1987, p.106) 
states that “Patriarchal society featured patrilineal descent, property laws 
guaranteeing the inheritance rights of sons....” From the statements, the writer 
apprehends that patriarchy system is a system which need to be descended 
through patriarchal system, in which Wienclaw (2011, p.17) defines it as “through 
the father’s side of the family”. Therefore, the writer thinks that because of this 
system, the existence of man is considered to be important, because they need 
male descendants to maintain the family and inheritance.   
 Men’s control over women’s property is prevalent and known in the 
society of the An Independent Woman novel. It is depicted by Serena’s, Vic’s and 
Pearl’s assumption on Marcus when he agrees to marry Serena. After hearing 
suggestion from her lawyer, Justin, Serena has agreed about her marriage with 
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Marcus in order to change her kin from Fleming. Marcus has told her that he 
agrees to marry her because she is attractive to him. Their employees, Vic and 
Pearl, also know about the marriage. However, they wonder about the reason why 
Marcus accepts the marriage, because they know that Marcus and Serena just 
meet and barely know each other.  
“What made him ask Miss Fleming to marry him, do you think?” 
“Who knows? It’s partly the money, I suppose. She gets five 
hundred pounds a year, inherited from her godmother.” 
“That’s a horrid reason for being married. I’d say no if I were 
her.”(Jacobs, 2005, p.89) 
 
In the dialogue, Pearl asks Vic about the possible reason which makes Marcus 
marries Serena. Vic answers that maybe it is partly because of Serena’s 
inheritance since she gets a lot of money from her godmother. This implies people 
of the society know that woman’s property and inheritance will be owned by her 
husband after marriage. 
Furthermore, at some point of the story, Serena also has doubts about 
Marcus’s integrity. After their marriage, there is an event when Justin brings a 
new for Serena and Marcus about Serena’s inheritance. It happened that 
Fleming’s office has been on fire and the whole place burnt down, including the 
evidence of what Fleming has done to Serena’s inheritance. Consequently, it 
hinders Serena to claim her inheritance officially from Fleming. This condition 
causes Serena to doubt about Marcus.  
She looked at Marcus, worried that he would find her less appealing 
as a wife without the money he’d expected her to bring to him. 
(Jacobs, 2005, p.140).  
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In the lines, Serena assumes that Marcus wants to marry her and considers her to 
be appealing wife because he has expected her money. In addition, Serena’s 
hesitation appears again after Marcus decides to postpone the consummation of 
their marriage. Marcus tells that it should wait longer until Serena feels more 
comfortable with him. Even though Serena agrees about it, she restrains herself 
not to weep.         
Marcus definitely didn’t want her, wasn’t the slightest bit interested 
in making her his wife, however much he dressed it up as waiting till 
they knew one another better! He’d probably only married her for 
her money and for the convenience of having a wife to run his house. 
Well, why else would any man want her with so many younger, 
prettier women around? (Jacobs, 2005, p.152) 
 
The lines above show Serena’s hesitance toward Marcus. She doubts that Marcus 
only marries her for money and for having a wife to run his house. She is having 
this doubt because of her experience with Fleming. Serena believes that all men 
want her money, like Fleming who wants her mother’s dowry and her inheritance. 
 In conclusion, men’s control over women’s property happens in the 
society of the An Independent Woman novel. Women’s dowry and inheritance are 
not owned by themselves, but by their husband or son. Therefore, it is depicted 
that women in the novel are still in subordinate position than men. 
  
3.7 Women’s Violence in An Independent Woman Novel 
Patriarchal society has regard women to be less powered than men which 
leads men to dominate women. According to Bhasin (2006, p.3 cited in Sultana 
2011, p. 2) patriarchy “refer to male domination, to the power relationships by 
which men dominate women, and to characterise a system whereby women are 
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kept subordinate in a number of ways”. In line with that, UN Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women (cited in Doak 2007, p.2) states:  
“Violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal 
power relations between men and women, which have led to 
domination over and discrimination against women by men and to the 
prevention of the full advancement of women. . . . Violence against 
women is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are 
forced into a subordinate position compared with men.” 
 
Based on the statements above, the writer comprehends that there is power 
relation in patriarchy system which allows men to dominate and discriminate 
women. Hence, men domination can lead to the violence against women by men. 
In addition, the UN (2003, cited in Doak 2007, p.1) also states about violence 
against women as follow:  
‘‘Violence against women’’ means any act of genderbased violence 
that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such 
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in 
public or in private life.” 
 
Thus, women’s violence refers to any kind of violence which is based on gender. 
The violence results in many kinds of harm and suffering of women. In line with 
it, according to Allen and O’Neal (2000, p. 68) “‘‘Harm’’ includes physical harm 
(e.g., a punch to the face), psychological harm (e.g., verbal insults), and indirect 
harm (e.g., destroying the victim’s property)”. Therefore, the act which is done 
verbally, such as verbal threat and verbal insult, also refer to women’s violence 
because the act can result in suffering of women. 
The violence against female characters by men is depicted in the An 
Independent Woman novel. The main character, Serena, and his mother, Grace, 
have experienced violence by Fleming. 
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His fury that women were to have a say in the government of their 
country was no less fierce for being expressed in a calm, steady voice. 
The words he used to describe women’s capacity to reason were 
scathing and it didn’t seem to occur to him how insulting that was to 
his daughter and wife. (Jacobs, 2005, p.37) 
The lines above are Serena’s description about Fleming. They show that Fleming 
is furious about women participation in the general election which he utters 
through fierce and scathing words. It depicts that in the lines that Serena and her 
mother are insulted by his words. Therefore, the lines show that there is women’s 
violence, namely psychological harm in form of verbal insult by Fleming toward 
certain gender, namely women. His act result in psychological suffering to Grace 
and Serena, who feel insulted by his act. On the other hand, Fleming does not 
think the words as an insult, which indicates that he considers his opinion to be a 
right thing. It is because, in the story, Fleming is depicted as a man who thinks 
that women’s voting is unwomanly thing.  
As she joined Fleming for breakfast, he shook open his newspaper and 
greeted her with his usual grunt. But he was soon stabbing at the page. 
“These fools who write for newspapers are treating the fact that 
women are voting for the first time today as if it’s something to be 
approved of. Well, no female in my family will ever do such an 
unwomanly thing.” (Jacobs, 2005, p.37) 
The lines depict that Fleming regards women voting as unwomanly thing and 
something that is not to be approved. He forbids the women in his house to join in 
the voting. His fury and prohibition on women voting also causes another 
violence against Serena when she rebels to vote.    
“What were you doing there?” 
She had never heard him shout like this. Her heart began to thump 




He slapped her face hard. “How dare you disobey me? You know I 
don’t believe in votes for women and I expressly forbade you to join 
in that circus.”(Jacobs, 2005, p.38).  
The lines depict the part where Fleming does physical violence on Serena by 
slapping her face. Serena is slapped because she is disobedient to her stepfather by 
participating in the general election. According to the English law which prevailed 
in the novel, women who are already thirty years old can participate in women 
voting. Nevertheless, Fleming forbades Serena, who are already on her thirty, to 
vote. His prohibition is in accordance with th act of violence against women, 
namely arbitrary deprivation of Serena’s liberty who is legal to participate in the 
voting. In addition, Fleming also slaps her face which means that he commit 
physical harm to woman. Furthermore, from the previous lines, Serena’s feeling 
of being insulted and rebellion can prove that his prohibition is actually not 
accepted by Serena. Thus, it shows that Fleming force Serena to obey his belief, 
means he does the act of coercion which hinders her liberty to vote.  
There is another violence against women in the novel which depited by 
Fleming. He insults Serena about her effort in claiming her personal property, that 
is her inheritance from her mother. 
Fleming’s voice cracked out as sharply as a whip. “Serena, have you 
run mad? I forbid this!” 
For the first time since she’d sat down, Serena looked at him directly. 
“You can’t forbid it. I’m thirty years old, not thirteen.” (Jacobs, 2005, 
p.43) 
 
His tone was scathing. “You no more know how to handle money than 
the kitchen cat does.” 
Colour flared in her cheeks. “I’ve been managing the housekeeping 
for years, ever since Mother fell ill, and have never overspent or made 
mistakes in my accounts.” 
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“Housekeeping! What has that got to do with business affairs?” 
(Jacobs, 2005, p.44) 
The lines show that Fleming uses harsh words to insult and really underestimate 
Serena’s role as a housekeeper. He regards Serena as someone who is incapable to 
handle money and he neglects the housekeeping role which has been done well by 
Serena as something which does not have any relation with business affairs. In 
addition, Fleming also gives a threat to Serena if she persists with her struggle to 
claim her inheritance. 
“You should think very carefully about what you’re doing, Serena. If 
you persist in disobeying me, I shall carry out my threat to disown you 
and cast you out of my life and home. And how will you manage 
then?” (Jacobs, 2005, p.44) 
 
The lines depicts that Fleming threats Serena to cast her out from his life and 
home if she persists on her rebellion. It means that he regards her as a woman who 
cannot manage her life and live independently by herself if he disown her. 
Therefore, Fleming commits violence against Serena through verbal threat and 
verbal insult. 
 In conclusion, from the lines above, the writer finds that violence against 
women is depicted in An Independent Women novel. It is portrayed by Fleming 
who commits several violence against Grace and mostly to the main female 
character, Serena. The violences are based on one gender’s interest, namely 
female. The violences are in form of physical and psychological harm, coercion, 
and arbitrary deprivation of liberty which causing Grace and Serena to experience 





CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
This chapter consists of conclusion of the study based on the finding and 
discussion in the previous chapter, and suggestion from the writer.   
 
4.1 Conclusion 
The An Independent Woman novel by Anna Jacobs tells about the 
depiction of women who suffer and want to fight for their freedom against 
patriarchy system. The story of the novel occurs when patriarchy system is still 
prevailed in England. It is depicted by the authority of men in the household and 
public, and by the profession of women in the story, which largely related with 
domestic sphere. Patriarchy system allows men to control their family and society, 
which includes women, wives, daughters, son, domestic servants and other 
women or men. The practices of patriarchy system portrayed in the novel show 
that the female characters experience various women’s subordination. From the 
findings and discussion based on the patriarchy approach, the writer finds that 
women’s subordination happens in An Independent Woman novel by Anna 
Jacobs. Women’s subordination in the novel takes in various forms, namely 
preferences of son, objectification of women, feminine expectation on women, 
arranged on a marriage, alteration of women’s surname into their husbands’ or 
their fathers’, men’s control on women’s wealth and property, and violence 




still treated badly and even humiliated by men. Therefore, women in the novel is 
remain in subordinate position.  
 
4.2 Suggestion 
Anna Jacobs’s An Independent Woman novel is one of novels which tells 
story about human beings and their journey of life. The depiction of women’s 
subordination in the novel is worth to be explored. However, there are many 
aspects in the novel that have not been analyzed. Therefore, it is suggested for the 
next researcher to analyze the novel by using other theories of literature. The 
writer recommends to uses historical approach. The story of the novel, takes place 
in England after the World War I, portrays the joyfulness of people acclaiming the 
victory against Germany. The setting of the story portrays the actual event which 
happens in the real life of England. The historical approach can be used to analyze 
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